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Big Data + Artificial Intelligence = Boom
We are on the verge of a very fast rate of technological
change. If you think the Internet and mobile communications
have changed the world, just wait. Coming years will be even
more disruptive and amazing.
When most people ponder technology they default to
thoughts about compute power and its limitations. In 1965
Gordon Moore, the cofounder of Intel theorized that
processing power should be capable of doubling every 18-24
months. For the next 50 years, Moore’s Law held true. In the
process many sectors like biotechnology and robotics saw
remarkable innovation. Now, something even more
extraordinary is about to happen: Accelerating technologies
like artificial intelligence and big data will converge to set off
the next major wave of change.

Big Data in 2016

WASHINGTON, DC – OCTOBER 5: In this handout from IMF, International Monetary
Fund Managing Director Christine Lagarde (R) joins Ray Kurzweil (C), author, inventor
and futurist and Hilda Moraa (L), Founder, Weza Tele and Fintech at a Seminar on
Technology, Innovation, and Inclusive Growth at the 2016 IMF/World Bank Annual
Meetings at the IMF Atrium Headquarters on October 5, 2016 in Washington, DC. (Photo
by Stephen Jaffe/IMF via Getty Images)
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Kaila Colbin at Singularity University explains it this way: “A
whole range of technologies are starting to reach the infection
point along the doubling curve where they go from
disillusionment to chaos to amazement. When an exponential
progression in artificial intelligence meets an exponential
progression in big data they start to progress even faster and
build on each other.”
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In 1990, a group of scientists began the process of
decoding the human genome. That project would take 13
years and cost $2.7 billion. Often called the Book of Life,
deciphering the genome would not have been possible
without massive amounts of compute power and custom
software. As the prices of computing has declined,
researchers have pushed the science further with the geneediting technique called CRISPR. Big data analysis will take it
even further. The future holds the promise of
custom, precision medicine treatments based on our unique
genetics.
The idea of autonomous robotic cars have always held a
special place in sci-fi culture. Technology is now catching up.
In 2009 many luxury brands began introducing assisted
cruise control and adaptive lane change software built with
endless reams of modelling data. More recently Tesla used
big data and artificial intelligence to launch its
Autopilot feature. Nvidia and Alphabet use artificial
intelligence to build detailed real-time maps their test
vehicles use to see the world. It’s a fascinating time. All of
these things were made possible by advances in compute
power intersecting with big data and artificial intelligence.
Commerce is changing. It’s a new world where big data and
artificial intelligence drives product development and
marketing. Companies like Fabrinet are well positioned to
capitalize from that migration as it requires exponentially
more telecom equipment. Fabrinet is up 10% since starting in
our Rolling Thunder portfolio; keep holding.
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